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Date:   November 11, 2009 
Place: Orlando, FL  
Time:   12:00PM 

 

Florida College of Emergency Physicians  
Government Affairs Committee 
 
Members Present: Miguel Acevedo, MD, FACEP; Ademola Adawale; Wayne Barry, MD, FACEP; Ashley 
Booth, MD, FACEP; Amy Conley, MD, FACEP; Dagan Dalton, MD; Vidor Friedman, MD, FACEP; Brent 
Gardner; Mylissa Graber, MD, FACEP; Kelly Gray-Eurom, MD, FACEP; Steven Kailes, MD; Toni Large; 
Michael Lozano, MD, FACEP;  James Meade, MD; Joe Nelson, DO, FACEP, FACOEP; David Orban, MD; 
Ernest Page II, MD FACEP; Leila Posaw, MD; Lynn Reedy; Cheryl Reynolds; Alfredo Tirado-gontalet; Steven 
Uhlfelder;  
 
FCEP staff present: Beth Brunner, Michael Citro, Delaina Bomhoff 
 
 

 Topic Discussion Decision/ 
Action

1.0 Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was called to order at noon by chair Dr. Vidor Friedman   
 

2.0 Review & Approve Minutes 
 

Minutes from August 2009 were reviewed and approved. Accepted 

3.0 Campaign Reports/activity - 
EPF and PAEC 

Dr. Friedman reviewed contributions to date and expenditures for the 
two CCE’s.  He recognized individual groups that have contributed 
and asked that going into 2010 and the elections, FCEP continue 
efforts to secure additional group support.   

 

4.0 Joint FHA/FCEP Access to 
Emergency Care Program 

Members participating on the FHA/FCEP Task Force on Access to 
care reported on the significant action of the four subgroups.   
It has come to the attention of the committee that some law 
enforcement personnel are using Baker Act to drop off Psychiatric 
patients at Emergency Departments and leave.   
There is currently no stipulation to have law enforcement stay with a 
patient, which leaves dangerous individuals in the ED.  There have 
been occurrences where these individuals have attacked  healthcare 
workers.   The current situation creates a dangerous environment for 
both Emergency Care providers and Emergency Department patients, 
and generates additional overcrowding.    
 
Motion to draft legislation for this session to deal with issues 
regarding baker act.   
          The committee discussed that it would be prudent to create a 
Task Force to come up with verbiage without alienating Law 
Enforcement groups.  – Legislation would need to have verbiage that 
states law enforcement is  to remain with patients they bring in that 
have been arrested, or baker act-ed.   
             Organizations to include would be: Sheriffs Association, Law 
Enforcement Association, FHA, FDLE, DCF, PDA, Florida 
Psychiatric Association, and Police Chief Association. 
 This legislation my find some push back due to funding issues 
This would takes law enforcement personnel  of the streets and place 
them in the Emergency Department with these patients.   
 
Motion to create task force to draft legislation for this session to deal 
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Accepted 



Page 2 of 3 

with issues regarding baker act.   
     Motion Accepted

5.0 AHCA Update Tom Arnold is now the AHCA secretary.  Holly Benson Stepped down 
and is running for Attorney General.  Tom is a long time AHCA 
representative who knows Medicaid and how the system works.   
 
It was discussed that FCEP should reconnect with AHCA to share 
information about FCEP/FHA Task force.   
During the ACEP Scientific Assemble, the regional director for 
Medicare introduced himself to server FCEP representatives.  He 
offered to share information with FCEP on EMTALA issues.  It is 
believed that the high number of fraud complaints are due to hospital 
competition issues.  FCEP will discuss with FHA a good course of 
action.   Dr. Friedman to ask FHA to add to their agenda 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action 

6.0 DOH Update The 2009 Workforce Study Report is now available   The draft data 
should be evaluated.   
A sub-committee was established to review the data: Dr. Barry, Dr. 
Kailes,  Dr. Bern, Dr. Lozano to report to the DOH and recommended 
changes.   
Comments are needed ASAP to have any impact on the final version.   
Dr Kailes will send raw data from last year to Beth, and Beth will 
forward to the committee.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action 
 
 

7.0 AAPS and Board 
Certification 

Dr. Graber met with Jack Corey, lobbyist for AAPS.  There appears to 
be some communication gaps with AAPS relative to FCEP’s concerns.  
Dr. Graber will continue to interact with AAPS to determine if there 
would be potential legislative support 

 

8.0 Review and approval of 
FCEP Legislative/Regulatory 
Priorities 

A Draft layout of FCEP legislative and regulatory priorities was 
included in the packet for review. 
It was discussed whether or not Sovereign Immunity should remain at 
the forefront of FCEP efforts.  There is the possibility of a similar bill  
being sponsored by Senator Bennet.   
Motion to table a Sovereign Immunity bill for the time being. 
 Motion seconded and opened for discussion 
   
FCEP would need to prove how the patient benefits from Sovereign 
Immunity. 
 -May help bring new docs into the state. 
It was discussed that FCEP may need to change direction from 
Sovereign Immunity and instead plan for protection 
Motion Restated to recommend to the board to table Sovereign 
Immunity until such time as we have more data. 
 Motion Declined 
Motion to continue efforts, gather more information, and meet with 
Reinuart. 
 Motion Accepted 
Motion to reach out to FHA and further pursue NICA type model and 
other options including medical court for Emergency Physicians. 
 Motion Accepted 
Motion to recommend to the board that we explore ways to get data 
regarding NICA models.  
 Motion Accepted 
Motion to recommend to the board that FCEP support the rules for 
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expert witness. 
 Motion Accepted 
Motion to support prohibition of texting while driving. 
 Motion Accepted 
Motion to support booster seat legislation. 
 Motion Accepted 
Motion to support opposition of balanced billing. 
 Motion Accepted 
Motion to work with Renuart to craft legislation regarding STEMI that 
FCEP can support 
 Motion Accepted 

 
Accepted 
Motion 

Accepted 
Motion 

Accepted 
Motion 

Accepted 
Motion 

 
Accepted 

9.0 Other FCEP has established a new Free Standing ED’s Committee.  The 
FMA is opposing free standing ED’s.  On-call specialists are saying 
Free Standing ED’s need to have separate oncall agreements.  Liability 
insurance also may not cover separate facilities.   
Dr. Conley will serve as Board representative to the Free Standing ED 
Committee. 
 
FCEP needs to schedule a follow up meeting with Trial Lawyers from 
the March meeting at EM Days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action 

10.0 Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 2:45PM  
 
 


