










University of 
Florida
Kelly Singh-Biles, DO

Spring is in the air here in Gainesville!  We have offi-
cially wrapped up our third interview season and can’t
wait to find out who will be coming to join us this sum-
mer.  We had a fantastic group of applicants and intervie-
wees and are excited about having our first official “full”
class of residents.

The last few months here the residents have been
busy preparing for the EM in-service exam.  Needless to
say, we have all been breathing a little easier now that the
annual exam is over!  Some of the residents have also
been working hard on the annual Clinical Pathologic
Case presentations.  We look forward to presenting at
both the SAEM meeting this spring as well as FCEP’s
Symposium by the Sea this summer.

We have all started adjusting to a new work hour for-
mat that was initiated at the start of this year.  Our pro-
gram is now doing 12-hour shifts instead of 9-hour shifts.
There were many reasons for the change, mostly interfer-
ence with residents’ conference attendance ability and

scheduling difficulties.  Although the change makes for
longer hours, it also allows for more days off and easier
scheduling and no one can argue that!  The plan is to con-
tinue with this format and by the next academic year have
a “team” system approach, where each team will consist
of an EM senior, junior, and intern working the same shift
schedule in a four-week block period.  The hope is that
this will allow a better teaching and evaluating process.

We had the pleasure of having Dr. Mylissa Graber,
Vice President of FCEP, speak at our monthly Grand
Rounds here recently.  She gave a great lecture on the leg-
islative issues that are currently affecting Emergency
Medicine and gave us a succinct breakdown of the leg-
islative process.  She encouraged us to get involved and
gave us tips on how to communicate with the legislators
in our area.  Dr. Graber was able to shed some light on the
issues that affect us as residents both now and in the
future. A lot of valuable information was provided
through her talk and we appreciate her taking the time out
to come and visit us.

For those of you who didn’t know, Gainesville was
rated #1 as the best place to live in 2007 according to the
book Cities Ranked & Rated. If you’ve never been to
Gainesville you should definitely come check it out
sometime!
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University of 
Florida-Jacksonville
Raina Shanks, DO

Hello from Jacksonville! It is time once again for the
residency update. We have just finished a successful inter-
view season. Applicants seemed to enjoy the opportunity
to talk with residents in a casual environment at dinner the
night before interviews. We received a large amount of
positive feedback on this new initiative from current resi-
dents as well who have actively supported the change.

Our use of ultrasound in the Emergency Department is
growing rapidly. We are striving to have all the residents
certified in emergency ultrasound by graduation. This
effort is being spearheaded by Petra Duran, MD, a former
graduate of the program, who was added to the faculty last
year. Her efforts to expand the use of ultrasound in the
Emergency Department will hopefully include the pur-
chase of new equipment. Over the past few weeks, we
have had demo ultrasound machines in the department and
the residents and attendings have had the opportunity to
“test drive” these machines so the best equipment for our
department can be purchased.

The new Flexcare area of the Emergency Department
opened earlier this month. Everyone has been working
hard as usual in the new surroundings. It’s nice to work in
an area that has been newly remodeled with all new paint
and equipment. The ABEM in-service exam has now
passed, and with spring finally here, the first- and second-
year residents are looking forward to new responsibilities
and the third-year residents are anticipating graduation. 

Well, that’s about it for now! Be safe and stay healthy
until next time.

University of South
Florida
Brooke Shepard, MD

Yet another interview season has come to an end and
the anticipation of the Match awaits us all.  We are excit-
ed to accept 10 residents this year, making or ultimate goal
of 30 total residents just 2 more Match Days away.

Now that we have been in our new Emergency
Department for a few months, we have all had a chance to
get acclimated to the new, clean, enormous space in which
we work.  The most striking change which everyone has
noticed is how quiet - yes, quiet! - the new ED is, com-
pared with our old, cramped space, even when we are
overloaded with patients.  We also have more computers
and work stations for our paperless system, which means
we can actually sit at times!  

As expected, our census continues to increase and,
despite the new space, we still have long wait times dur-
ing the peak hours of the day, when we are ‘holding’
admissions because of no inpatient beds.  Yet more proof
that overcrowding in the ED is not simply an ED problem,
but more a symptom of a larger hospital-wide problem
that requires the cooperation and assistance of everyone in
the hospital.

In this regard, we hope our lobbying efforts about such
important ED issues at FCEP Emergency Medicine Days
in Tallahassee in March turn out to be successful down the
road. We hope even more residents can make it out to next
year’s event.
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PEOPLE FOR ACCESS TO EMERGENCY CARE / FLACPAC

THANK YOU!!!
The Florida College of Emergency Physicians would

like to thank the following groups that have generously
contributed this cycle (since Aug. 1, 2007) to “PEOPLE
FOR ACCESS TO EMERGENCY CARE” (PAEC), a
committee of continuous existence, created to further
FCEP’s advocacy goals in Tallahassee:

PLATINUM:
Florida Emergency Physicians

Martin Gottlieb and Associates, LLC
SILVER:

Comprehensive Medical Billing Solutions
DuvaSawko, Inc.

Emergency Medical Associates of Florida, LLC
Jacksonville Emergency Physicians

Jupiter Emergency Medical Specialists, Inc.
South Gulf Coast ER Physicians

Southwest Florida Emergency Physicians
Tampa Bay Emergency Physicians, PL

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS:
Cape Coral Emergency Physicians, LLC

Gators for Excellence in Education

Emergency Medicine is the leader in promoting patient
access and safety, and has been recognized by the Florida
Legislature as the only universally available source of care.

In order to achieve our goal of taking Emergency

Medicine to the next level of policy influence in
Tallahassee, FCEP has formed a committee to provide sup-
port to legislative leaders and policy makers, and ensure
that Emergency Medicine has a seat at the table with key
leaders in the Florida House and Senate.

We have named this group “People for Access to
Emergency Care” (PAEC). PAEC will serve as a vehicle
for emergency physician groups, billing companies, and
organizations supporting Emergency Medicine, to act with
a unified voice in Tallahassee.  Its members will be groups
and organizations dedicated to promoting Emergency
Medicine in Florida.

In order to be successful at securing Emergency
Medicine's place at the table, we need your organization to
join People for Access to Emergency Care. Joining is
easy.  PAEC has three levels of membership:

• Platinum - $15,000 per year
• Gold - $10,000 per year
• Silver - $5,000 per year

PAEC’s goal is to raise $200,000 for the 2007-08 leg-
islative and election cycle.  With these funds, we will be
able to help elect candidates who support your issues.  Your
membership will entitle you to participate in the decision
making process. 

To find out more about PAEC, contact Cynthia B. Nash
at cnash@fcep.org. 

FCEP Thanks All Who Contributed to FLACPAC Since Symposium-by-the-Sea 2007

Dr. Miguel Acevedo
Dr. Jeffrey Barnes
Dr. Jeffrey Bettinger
Dr. Charlie Bettinger
Dr. John Braden
Dr. Maria Bristol
Dr. Kahang Chan
Dr. Amy Conley
Dr. Paul Deponte
Dr. Jack Derovanesian
Dr. Steven Eccher
Dr. Michael Estep
Dr. Vidor Friedman
Dr. Vicki Friend
Dr. Wayne Friestad
Dr. Mark Frisch
Dr. Mylissa Graber
Dr. Kelly Gray-Eurom
Dr. Jack Harari

Dr. Larry Hobbs
Dr. H. Gerlach James
Dr. Steven Kailes
Dr. Rodney Kang
Dr. Andre Landreville
Dr. John  Lewis
Dr. Clayton Linkous
Dr. Beth Longenecker
Dr. Manuel Lopez-Diaz
Dr. Jorge Lopez-Ferrer
Dr. Michael Lozano
Dr. Steven Newman
Dr. Radames Oliver
Dr. William Osborn
Dr. Ernest Page II
Dr. Ketan Pandya
Dr. Richard Paula
Dr. Vanessa Peluso
Dr. William Poole

Dr. Maritiza Rodriguez
Dr. Harvey Rohlwing
Dr. Anil Sahijwani
Dr. Charles Sand
Dr. David Sarkarati
Dr. Jeffrey Sarkarati
Dr. Thomas Schaar
Dr. Kathleen Schrank
Dr. Carl H. Schultz
Dr. Regan Schwartz
Dr. Michael Shapiro
Dr. Jeffrey Smowton
Dr. James Snyder
Dr. Bryce Tiller
Dr. Pelayo Torres
Dr. Michael A. Weston
Dr. John Zalahy
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